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THE 
Theatrical Obserber: 
Daily Bills of the Play. 
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‘** Nothing extenuate nor set down aught in malice.” 
Daa PP FIT #F 


No. 445. Monday, April 28. 1823. Prive Md. 


COVENT GARDEN. ; 

Tue Comedy of The Jealous Wife was acted here on Saturday 
night in an excellent manner; and was fullowed by The Vision of 
the Sun. ‘There was a better attended house than could have been 
expected from the wet weather. 


DRURY-LANE. 

WE regret to have to state, that Mr. Extisron was suddenly taken 
ill on Saturday afternoon, and was unable to appear as Count Alma- 
viva, in the Opera of The Marriage of Figaro; Mr. Peniry took 
the part at a short notice, and did it as much justice as could be ex- 
pected. The Opera, in all other respects, was performed in the same 
superior manner as before. In the Farce of Love, Law, and Physic, 
Mr. Liston, and Mr. Hartey, kept the audience in continual mirth. 








A POOR ACTOR.—It is with a view of drawing public attention, to the 
state of an unfortunate and a most distressed individual, that we insert the fol- 
owing which first appeared in The Glasgow Chronicle, addressed to its Editor 
by Mr. Rywey, author of “ The Itincrant.’’ As to Mr. Parkins, we doubt 
not he can and will defend his character for humanity. 


To J. W. Parkins, Esq. Late Sheriff of London. 

Sir,—It is with considerable regret I find myself under the unpleasant ne- 
ecessity of addressing you thus publicly, having in vain sought for redress in 
behalf of an unfortunate individual, by private communication. About this 
time last year you were induced to address the Editor of the Glasgow Courier, 
inclosing a £1. note, from observing a Letter of mine in the Glasgow Chro- 
nicle, sescribing in terms of truth the dreadful state in which I found Alexander 
Cuthill, formerly Manager of many respectable ‘Theatres in the North. This 
most piteable object then 87, had been for 16 years a cripple, nearly ina 
state ef nudity, destitute, friendless,. and forlorn, in a dark corner of a glass- 
house at the foot of Jamaica-street in this town: his bed consisted of a few 
rags laid on cinders and bricks, an old mat being his almost only covering, 
whilst his sustenance chiefly depended on the commiseration of the poor work- 
men, who not only gave him shelter, but shared with him their homely meal. 
This description, more at large, drew trom you, by the warm impulse of the 
moment, the undermentioned letter ; and, fearful that the mere weighty con- 
cerns in which, most probably, your valuable time is occupied, may, in some 
measure, have obliterated, or cooled the warmth of your then feelings, I shall 
take the liberty to give your memory a gentle jog, by transcribing a part of 
your letter, which now lies before me. 


To the Editor of the Glasgow Courier, April 30, 1822. 

Sir,—It is with feelings easier described than expressed, I have read an 
extract of a letter from a Mr. S. W. Ryley, the author of the Vinerant. The 
account that he has given of the distressed state of Cuthill, the actor, is truly 
horrible,and its being allowed to exist, is disgraceful to human nature. 1 knew 
poor Cuthill in his plenitude when manager of a company of players at Carlisle, 
and with whom, though a boy at the time, forty years ago, [ was a great favo- 
urite, more particularly, his daughter, Mrs. Hamilton, who was called a geod 
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THEATRICAL OBSERVER. 


actress in her time, and who on many occasions took me witb her to the play, 
and where I have beheld with delight the elegant Cuthill perform the part of 
Alexander the Great, and Mrs. Hamilton that of Roxalana, at which time 
Mr. Perry, the late Proprietor of the Morning Chronicle, acted in subordinate 
situations, receiving afew shillingsa week for doing the drudgery of tlie 
stage, which was in a tithe barn: and which, if Iam not mistaken, being a 
barber, he used to gain a few additional pence by shaving and dressing the 
rest of the Thespian corps, but who changing his profession for a more pro- 
fitable, but I conceive, a much less honorable one, a newsmonger and political 
party hack, dicd the other day possessed of oxe hundred and twenty thou- 
sand unds. e * * * * * * . * * * 
Mr. ‘Taylor, of the Sun Paper, very politely recommended me to you, to take 
the trouble to enquire into the case of the unfortunate Cuthill, and to present 
him with the enclosed one pound note, and to inform him, that I shall allow 
him seven shillings « meek during the remainder of his life, and shall be 
glad to hea: from you, Sir, the earliest opportunity, 
Iam, Sir, yours, &c. 

10, New Bridge Street, London. J. W. PARKINS. 
—-I have omitted some parts of your letter which are not fit for the public 
eye. Thus, Sir, after your bounty had, as I then conceived, brought my 
labours to a happy conclusion, by enabling me to send this miserable old man, 
whom, like you, | had known near forty years ago, to a more comfortable re- 
sidence, with a poor daughter in-law at Greenock, I felt a considerable gra- 
tification, ani) no slender respect for Sheriff Parkins ; but what was my dis- 
appointment on my arriving here the other day, to find that so far from 
KEEPING YOUR Promise, by alloning (uthill seven shillings a week for life, 
two or three pouuds comprised the whole of your bounty during the twelye 
months, instead of eighteen pounds, the amount of which he skould have re- 
ceived, ACCORDING TO YOUR WRITTEN PpROMisE! Really one can scarcely 
conceive this possible, and I am confident it must arise from mistake, or mis- 
information: you perhaps think my former statement exaggerated, or totally 
faise, but Iam ready to prove my veracity from various witnesses, in this 
town, amongst the former of whom is Mr. Chipchase, your agent, a merchant 
of high respectability, who, to inform himself of the truth of my statement, 
took a journey to Greenock, and the result was, that this Gentleman was so 
much shocked by the scene of wretcheuness in which he found this poor old man 
eaused by your breach of promise, that before he left Greenock, his feelings 
drew upon his purse, for nearly £5. A written promise, Sir, from so re- 
spectacle a quartcr as the late Sheriff of London, \ed me to conceive myself 
justified in providing something like a comfortable asylum for the old man, 
under the superintendance of a daughter in-law at Greenock, who, though nearly 
as poor as himself, would be led, by the ties of consanguinity, to ease the 
decay of nature, as much as possible, by care and attention, whilst his garret 
weuld be paid for, and his attendants remunerated, by your weekly stipend. 
So that having, and with reason, laid the flattering unction to his soul, that 
you would keep your word with him, he was lulled into a hope of coming ease, 
when, without any cause, you withdrew the hand ef friendship, and plunged 
this truly unfortunate individual into a worse state than that from which 
he was taken, rendered more miserable by the flattering delusion of anticipated 
comfort—*‘ call ye this backing your friends?’’ Cuthill, the elegant Cuthill, 
the admired comedian whom you hnow in his plenitude, the companion ef your 
juvenile days, at Carlisle. then in the sunshine of success, now in the sink of 
poverty and dislress/ Thus, Sir, he lies in anxious hope that calm reflection, 
inquiry, and this explanation, may lea: you to call back your feelings to the 
starting place, by which your pillow will be rendered more easy, your good 
name unsullied, and yeur promissory note to poor Cutbill, duly honoured. In 
this hope he is most sincerely joine.t by, Sir, your’s, &c. S.W. RYLEY. 
No. 2, Queen-street, Glasgow ; or Cottage Park Gate, Cheshire. 
Mr. Stewart, Stationer, Greenock, will give Cuthill’s address. 


fir = WS. is unavoidably postponed until to-morrow. 
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New Theatre Royal, Brury Lane. 


This Evening will be performed Shakespeare's Tragedy ef 


CYMBELINE. 


Leonatus Posthumus, Mr. KEAN, 
Cymbeline, Mr POWELL, Cloten, Mr. PENLEY, 
Iachimo, Mr YOUNG, 

Arviragus, Mr. MERCER, Belarius, Mr. TERRY, 

Guiderius, Mr. COOPER, Madan, Mr. KING, 
Lewis, Mr. Thompson, Locrine, Mr Coveney, Philario, Mr Willmott, 

Pisanio, Mr YOUNGE, Varus, Mr Turnour, 

Caius Lucius, Mr Pope, Cornelius, Mr Meredith, 


Imogen, Mrs. W. WEST, 
Queen, Mrs. KNIGHT, Helen, Miss PHILLIPS, 


tn Act HI. The.Glee of “ Hark, the Lari: at Heaven's gate singe.” 


To conclude with for the 21st time, a superb Spectacie, called, 


The Chinese Sorcerer. 
Or, The Emperor and his Three Sons. 


Kein-Long, Emperor of China, Mr. POWELL, 
Zam-Ti, Zan-Fu, Pekin, (his Sons) Messrs, COOPER, PENLEY, & HARLEY 
Fong-Whang, the Sorcerer, Mr. THOMPSON, 

Hi-Ho, Confidential Attendant on Fopvg-Whang, Mr. KNIGHT, 
Chop-Stick, a familiar Spirit, attached to Hi-Ho, Mr. FITZWILLIAM, 
Fnm-Hoam, Prime Minister, Mr. KING, 

Bo-Hea and Sow-Shong, Captains of the Guard, Messrs. WALKER & READ, 
Ming. Tong, Tchu, Messrs G. Smith, Douglas, Randall. 

O-Me, Niece of the Emperor, and Princess of China, Miss SMITHSON, 
Bri-Ti, Orphan Daughter of a poor Fisherman, Miss CUBITT, 
Ning-Nang, Po-Ning, Nan-King, Mrs. KNIGHT, Miss FORDE, Miss Phillips, 
Quaug-Si, the Imprisoned Wife of the Rmperor, Mrs. COVENEY. 

In Act 1. A GRAND CHINESE BALLET.—In Act 2. A DANCE. 
Act 1—A Romantic View on the Borders of Chines¢ Tartary—Stanfield. 
Grand Imperial Palace, and Court of Kein-Long—Marinari. 
View near the Palace—Read, Andrews, Pitt, &c. 
Marine Cottages of Pe-Kin, Kam-Ti, and Kan-Fu—Starfield. 
Act 2—IHluminated Marine Pavillion—Roberts. 
PICTURESQUE DWELLING OF PEKIN AND BRI-TI—S8tanfield. 
Grand Harbour and Arsenal of the Imperial City—Stanfield. 
Rude and Terrific Passage to the Enchanted Valley of Lo-Lo, witha Peep at 
the Tremendous Neeroniantie Tower of Hi-Hi.—Stanfield. 
Interior of the Marine Pavilion of O-Me—Marinari. 
Superb Saloon in the Palace of Shi-Fo, with Landscape—Roberts, 
Supper Garden of O-Me’s Pavilion—Roberts. 
Cavern of Spectres—Marinari. Magnificent Hall of Tien,superbly decorated for 


THE FEAST OF LANTERNS, 


To-morrow, Guy Mannering, with the Chinese Sorcerer. 
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Cheatre Koval. Covent Garden, 


This Evening, Shakespeare's Tragedy of 


Henry the Eighth. 


King Henry, Mr. EGERTON, Cromwell, Mr. C. KEMBLE, 
Cardinal Wolsey, Mr. MACREADY, 

Cardinel Campieus, Mr CHAPMAN, Capucius, KING, 
Cranmer, Mr BARTLEY, Duke of Buckingham, Mr ABBOTT, 
Duke of Norfolk, Mr CONNOR, | Lord Sandes, Mr BARNES, 
Duke of Suffolk, Mr CLAREMONT, Earl of Surrey, Mr BAKER, 
Lord Chamberlain, Mr JEFFERIES, Brandon, Mr COMER, 

Bishop of Winchester, Mr BLANCHARD, “* 
Sir T. Lovel, Mr MASON, Sir H. Guilford, Mr PARSLOF, 

Surveyor to the Duke of Buckingham, Mr Mears, 

Keeper of the Council, Mr Atkins, Clerk of the Court, Mr Crumpton, 

Queen Katherine, ‘Mrs. OGILVIE. 
Duchess of Norfolk, Mrs Coates, Marchioness of Dorset, Miss Henry, 
Lady Denny, Mrs DAVENPORT, Anne Bullen, Miss FOOTE, 
Patience, Miss LOVE, Agatha, Mrs CHIPP, Cicely, Mrs SEXTON. 


After which, (55th time) a new Graad Pantomime, called 


Harlequin and the Ogress. 


Or, The Sleeping Beauty of the Wood. 

‘The Overture and Music composed, selected, and arranged by Mr. WARE. 
Principal Pantomime Characters, and Succession of the Scenery, 
Scene I—EGYPTIAN CAVERNS. 

Windlet, Trindlet, and Spindlet, Messrs. Norris, Ley, and Dumbleton. 
Ogress, (the Fairy, afterwards Pantaloon) Mr. BARNES, 

Imps of Mischief, Masters Collett, Kerr, Richardson, and Chickini. 
Sceve 2---THE ENCHANTED CEDAR GROVE. 

Prince Azoff, (afterwards Harlequin) Mr. KLLAR, 

Abnab, his Squire, (afterwards Whirligig) Mr, J. S. GBIMALDI, 
Fairy Blue Bell, (Protector of the Sleeping Beauty) Master LONGHURST, 
Scene 3.---The OUTSIDE OF THE CASTLE. 

Grim Gribber, (Porter to the Castle, afterwards Clown) Mr. GRIMALDI, 
Scenes 4 and 5B—-ENTRANCE and CHAMBER OF SLEEP. 

The Sleeping Beauty, (afterwards Colombine) Mrs. VEDY. 

Seéne 6 and 7---The Egyptian Pyramids---The Port of Rosetta. 
$ and 9---Pavilion Palace, Brighton---Waterloo Bridge, by Moonlight. 
Scene 10---Quadrant in the New Street. 

Scene 11---HYDE PARK. 
STATUE OF ACHILLES—BROOK GREEN FAIR. 
Scene 12---Village near London. 

Scene 13—No. 33, Pall Mall, what happened there, and the Consequences. 
Seene I4and 15—Outside of Pastry Cook’s—Inside of ditto, on Twelfth Night 
Scene 16—-The ROYAL EMBARKATION for SCOTLAND, 
Represented by Moving PANORAMIC SCENES. 

Scene. 17—Leith Harbour, and a Grand Procession down Carlton Hill. 
Scene 18—Edinburgh ‘Scene 19—Cettage and Blacksmith’s = 


Scene 20—PALACE of the FAIRY, BLUE BEL 





“To-morrow, Much Ado about Nothing, with (by particular desire) 
The Marriage of Figaro. 








